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HASKAP HOW TO 
A quick guide to a new Haskap orchard 
From soil testing to planting and forecasted yields  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3 year old Aurora Haskap   June 2017

                                  BC Haskap Association Mission Statement

To promote and  establish the viability and  development of the BC Haskap industry through 
promotion, research  and grower education. To share information between BC Haskap growers 
to foster interest and pride in Haskap cultivation. To assist our members in finding processing 
and marketing opportunities for BC grown Haskap. We are committed to furthering Haskap 
Research in the Province of BC and support the efforts of the U of Saskatchewan cold fruit 
program and liaison with the Haskap Canada Association
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“Soil is a living 
ecosystem,and is a 
farmers most precious 
asset. A farmers 
productive capacity is 
directly related to the 
health of his or her soil.”  

HOWARD WARREN BUFFETT

Soil Test  

There are various tests that can be 
performed on the soils to determine its 
suitability for Haskap planting. The 
minimum would be a PH test. 
Agronomists would recommend an 
agricultural analysis, PH, organic matter, 
texture, major nutrients and micro 
nutrients in soil. 

Soil testing laboratories are located 
within agricultural areas in British 
Columbia and Alberta.
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Plant Selection: 

There are different plant sizes available: Plug (2.5 inch pot), one gallon and two 
gallon. Not all varieties are available in the gallon and two gallon sizes, however all 
varieties are available in the plug size (2.5). 

Tissue Culture plants (plug) typically take 6 months to be field ready for planting. 
Therefor it is imperative to order plants sooner rather than later. For fall planting, 
orders must be in by the end of April (28th) at the latest. If planning to plant in the 
Spring, orders should be placed prior to the end of September. 

There are currently 10 different University of Saskatchewan Haskap cultivars 
available. Discussion with growers on their market interests and needs will 

determine the best selection. 

Planting Dates: 

Optimum planting times are 
either May and early June or 
September and October. 

Plant Health:  

Although Haskap are a fairly 
low demand plant, 
depending on soil 
requirements, added 
nutrients are recommended. 
Fish fertilizer and Azomite 
are a couple of 
recommended additions that 
are OMRI certified to 
maintain organic growing 
conditions. 

These can be applied at the 
time of planting and during 
the life of the orchard. 
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Equipment for Planting: 
Depending on the size of the plot, the soil and other 
conditions, equipment needs may be small (hand held rotor tiller, to large tractor and 
plows. Budget requirements also play a large part in determining which type of 
equipment would be used. 


Equipment would be needed prior to planting, preferably within the month of putting 
the Haskap in. Ie: Fall planting, plan to break up soil/field beginning of September. 

Mulching Systems; 

There are several types of mulching that can be used. As soon as the ground has 
been prepped, landscape fabric can be laid down. It is beneficial for weed control on 
fresh soil. Other types of mulch, such as bark mulch for example, can be applied 
once the berry bushes have been planted. Ask for advice on the proper type of 
natural mulch as some are not recommended. 

Irrigation: 

Once the Haskap have been planted, irrigation should be laid down immediately. 
Recommendation is drip irrigation with the addition of a fertilizer injector. 
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BUDGET 
Estimated Budget for Initial Start Up 

Boreal Series Plug Pricing has been used for this budget, however options of Aurora 
and Indigo Series Plants are available which would lower the plant price somewhat. 


Estimated Budget is based on one acre. Soil sample costs and equipment are not 
included. 


ThBecause ps 
are new 
American 
Market, a lot of 
potential 
avenues of sales 
can be explored. 
The largest 
request has been 
from Booster 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Plant density per acre will vary with the final decision of 
which harvesting method will be chosen. 
If the orchard will be handpicked with rows at 10 foot on 
centre you may expect a density of 1000 plants per acre. 

With plant costs, basic soil amendments and irrigation 
drip lines you may expect to see costs of approximately 
8500 per acre, this will vary depending on each growers 
individual situation. 
In year 3 the use of bird netting or controls will be 
required. Bird netting can be as simple as over the row or 
structures designed to cover the entire orchard. 
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YIELD AND MARKET FOR HASKAP

The University of Saskatchewan has estimated the yield of mature Haskap at 7 to 14 
pounds of berry per bush. Actual commercial production of Haskap has not yet reached 
this estimated number. Yields have been constant at an average of 5 pounds of berry per 
bush.

Research being done across Canada by agronomists and research students will 
determine the proper fertilization of Haskap, as well as best, practices of pollination, 
irrigation, and pruning.

As these studies come to a conclusion of what is optimum for Haskap, growers should 
expect to see yields increase.


Haskap is new to the North American Market, thus many potential avenues of sales can 
be explored. The largest request reported has been from a national retail juice bar looking 
at 60,000 pounds per month. Establishing a market for Haskap is part of a growers 
business plan. Marketing assistance by way of promotion of Haskap is one of the BCHA’s 
services. The BCHA does not buy or sell Haskap berries.

Value Added potential: 
-Processing for Jams, Sauce, Juices. -Wines and Spirits 
-Fresh Fruit/ Farmers Market, Grocery Stores 

 The BCHA does not establish price, growers are free to market and sell Haskap in a 
free market environment.
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Haskap can compete with the current retail pricing of organic blueberry at $5.00 to $6.00 
for a 4.5 ounce container in local grocery stores.

Haskap has been reported to be at $12.00 to $14.00 a pound in Japan at a wholesale 
price for a process quality berry, used in the production of candy, jam, pastry etc.


Haskap is the new Superberry and consumers today are demanding good food, grown 
locally.  Market studies report that todays consumer’s are willing to pay 30% more for 
healthy nutritious food.

We can rest assured that Haskap will meet the demand for nutritious fruit, will not be 
grown in warmer climates and will continue to be a strong source of revenue for farmers 
and value added producers as well. 

This article was prepared as a general overview of Haskap in the Province of BC.

This is not a guarantee of future pricing or marketability. 

If you are interested in growing Haskap please do a business plan, consult with your local Agriculture 
office, financial institution and become a member of the BC Haskap Association for up to date info about 
Haskap.   
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process quality berryThis 
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